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RE:  Oil and Gas Lease Sales for May 2017 in Grand County  

  

In reviewing the map for proposed locations of oil and gas leases in the Colorado River drain-

age in Grand County, Colorado, I would like to express some concerns as long-time local resi-

dent and as an advocate for the Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic Byway. 

  

Kate Kitchell from the BLM Kremmling Field Office spearheaded the campaign to designate 

the Colorado River Headwaters Historic and Scenic Byway as a Colorado Byway in 1993. Her 

efforts created a strong partnership between the Kremmling field Office and several other agen-

cies, including the Grand County Historical Association, the U.S. Forest Service, (then) Colora-

do Division of Wildlife, Grand County, and the towns and chambers of commerce in Grand 

Lake, Granby, Hot Sulphur Springs and Kremmling.  

 

In November of 2005, the Colorado River Headwaters Historic and Scenic Byway was awarded 

National Scenic Byway designation, which has been awarded to only 150 distinct routes nation-

wide. These routes receive national attention in tourism marketing and appear on all Rand 

McNally and many other U.S. highway maps. 

  

The Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic Byway route follows the headwaters of the 

Colorado River starting at the west entrance to Rocky Mountain National Park on US Hwy 34 

at Grand Lake. It travels to Granby, where Hwy 34 merges with US Hwy 40. There the Byway 

route turns west, traveling through the towns of Hot Sulphur Springs, Parshall (unincorporated) 

and Kremmling, were it turns south on US Highway 9 for a few miles, then turns southwest on 

the Trough Road, Grand County Road 1. The byway ends at State Bridge and Colorado Hwy 

131. 
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The National Scenic Byways Program was founded in 1992 to showcase and support outstanding roads 

across the nation. It was designed to be a voluntary, grassroots program strengthened by the support and 

innovation of local byway leaders. One of the underlying principles for the program has been articulated 

best by a byway leader who said, “The program is about recognition, not regulation.” 

 

For a route to be considered for designation into the National Scenic Byways Program, there are six intrin-

sic qualities a byway must have: scenic, natural, recreational, historic, cultural and archaeological. Colora-

do River Headwaters National Scenic Byway is abundant in all of these resources.  

 

The Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic Byway was managed by a citizen-led group of volunteers 

and representatives from partnering agencies until 2012, when national funding for the program dried up. 

However, the Colorado Scenic Byways Program, managed by Colorado Department of Transportation, 

continues to be active and helps manage and promote the 26 routes in Colorado, eleven of which have re-

ceived the same national designation status held by Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic Byway. 

Currently, Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic Byway operations are being overseen by the Grand 

County Colorado Tourism Board and the area chambers of commerce. 

  

I was president of the Stakeholders Group that managed the Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic 

Byway from 1995 through June of 2014. I know I speak for many in Grand County who have been in-

volved in developing and sustaining the Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic Byway: there are sig-

nificant concerns about the potential impact to the Byway if the oil and gas leases shown in the included 

map are developed.  

  

As part of the initial byway designation process, the Colorado River Headwaters Scenic and Historic By-

way was required to develop a Corridor Management Plan. The plan has been revised three times since the 

initial plan was completed in 1995, most recently in 2008, after the National Byway Designation was 

awarded. All participating agencies along the byway agreed to a Memorandum of Understanding to abide 

by the directives in the Corridor Management Plan.  

 

In the Corridor Management Plan, it states that the vision for the Colorado River Headwaters National 

Scenic Byway is to, “Provide increased economic opportunities and benefits to the local communities by 

helping visitors find recreational opportunities away from the crowds, while preserving the rural heritage 

and resources of the byway corridor.” 

  

Key components of this vision include: 

  

 Protecting local community culture and values. 

 Providing economic diversification opportunities for local residents. 

 Protecting and enjoying the wide range of wildlife in these rural environments. 

 Preserving, protecting and interpreting the resources which tell the story of the people who set-

tled the area and whose descendants now live along the byway. 

 Informing visitors of important local economic activities that contribute to the community and 

national economy. 

 Managing visitor use of the area’s resources in order to protect resources for future generations 

and advise them of acceptable uses for those resources.   



As a local property owner for over 25 years and resident of Hot Sulphur Springs, I am concerned with the 

impact of the development of oil and gas wells along US Hwy 40 between Granby and Hot Sulphur 

Springs. This 12-mile stretch is a significant view corridor for the Colorado River Headwaters National 

Scenic Byway.  

 

In addition, US Hwy 40 is the main artery through Grand County, facilitating travel for thousands of vehi-

cles year around. Highway 40 has also hosted the nationally-known Ride the Rockies bicycle tour through 

Grand County several times. The visual impact as well as impact to traffic safety along this section of the 

byway will have to be carefully planned should oil and gas development occur in this area.  

  

While I am primarily unopposed to development of natural resources, strong consideration of existing con-

ditions in this location need to be addressed before oil and gas well development begins. 

 

Please add me to any email or mailing lists so that I can be kept informed of the development of the pro-

posed oil and gas leases in Grand County. Also, feel free to contact me if I can provide historical infor-

mation about the Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic Byway. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide citizen input. 

  

 

 

 

 

Dawnie J. Baldo 

Past President, Stakeholders Group 

Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic Byway 

 

 

  

c.c. Stephanie Odell, Kremmling Field Manager 

 Bureau of Land Management 

 2103 E. Park Avenue 

 P.O. Box 68 

 Kremmling, CO 80459   

  

 

Enc.  Map of proposed locations for oil and gas development showing Colorado River Headwaters Na-

tional Scenic Byway 
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BLUE— Colorado River 

 

GREEN—Colorado River Headwaters National Scenic Byway (partial route) 
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